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2019 STILLWATER PHOTO CONTEST: WINNERS ANNOUNCED 

Stillwater, MN – Discover Stillwater’s 7th annual summer photo contest has announced the winners. There were 522 
entries this year showcasing a variety of stunning scenes of the Stillwater area. The Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau Board of Directors selected the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners: Kelley Brenner won first 

place with “Stillwater Dressed in Snow”, a holiday card worthy winter scene of Chilkoot hill dotted with steeples, Rick 
Schmolke took second place with a “beautiful fall moment” of a dog and his owner at Pioneer Park, and Bill 
Donovan took third place by capturing one the view of an iconic historic home on the hill overlooking downtown and 
the St. Croix River. The top three winners will receive cash prizes of $300, $200, $100. Honorable Mentions were also 

given to photos by Kelley Brenner, Dale Peterson, and Daniel Kalusche. 
 

Stillwater visitors, locals, and fans took part during a week in October by voting online for the Popular Vote category 
grand prize winner. With so many entries, the Discover Stillwater Board of Directors tried a new approach this year 
trimming the entries to the top 25 best images before going to the public online vote. The winner selected by the public 
was Kelly Perry whose ‘Spring Break in Stillwater’ picture of a three young kids bundled up for a happy stroll over the 
new St. Croix Crossing Bridge Loop Trail. Kelly will receive a Stillwater Getaway Package valued at $1000 which includes a 
$200 lodging voucher and gift certificates from these sponsors: $50 at Lift Bridge Brewery, two-hour bike rental for two 
at Mike's Electric Bikes, two tickets to the Stillwater Escape Room, $50 at Aamodts Apple Orchard, $50 Thor's Hard Cider 
Tap Room, two tickets to a performance at The Zephyr Theatre, $50 Just for Me Spa, $50 The Tilted Tiki, $50 No Neck 
Tony's, $50 Matchstick Grill at Hotel Crosby, $50 Jori & June, $50 Forget Me Not, $50 Minnesota Made Apparel, $50 
Trembley's Candy Shop, $25 Valley Bookseller, $25 Stillwater Olive Oil Company.  

All winners will all also receive recognition on the DiscoverStillwater.com tourism marketing website, Discover Stillwater 
social media, and be showcased in the 2020 Official Stillwater Visitors Guide/Maps. 
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“We had so much fun looking through the photos taken all round the river valley and historic district of Stillwater. This is 
what the contest is all about – showcasing happy times for all ages visiting our destination year-round.” Chuck 
Dougherty, Discover Stillwater/CVB President. 

View the top 25 contestants and past winners at www.DiscoverStillwater.com/photo-contest. Stillwater is a popular 
tourist destination located just minutes from the Twin Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul, on the scenic St. Croix River, 
and is considered the Birthplace of Minnesota.  
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